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National Grid and Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus Form Unique Energy Partnership to 
Transform Campus and Surrounding Neighborhoods into a Global Leader in Energy 

Innovation 
 

 Medical campus expected to grow to 12,000 employees, with increased energy needs.  
Partnership will help manage usage through new technologies, training. 

 Retrofit of century-old home will demonstrate compatibility of modern energy use with 
preservation of historic structures. 

 Community stakeholders to be engaged in project development. 
 
 
Buffalo, NY - National Grid and the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus (BNMC) have formed a historic 

innovative energy partnership that will support economic development and growth in the greater 

Buffalo Niagara region.  The partnership – called “energize BNMC” – is part of the National Grid “e-

zone” strategy to engage community stakeholders in integrated energy initiatives that meet local 

needs. 

The partnership, which will transform the BNMC into a global benchmark for energy 

innovation, was announced today as the partners unveiled the first initiative – the National Grid Model 

Energy Home.  The BNMC-owned house, currently a vacant property located at 941-945 Washington 

Street on the campus, will be retrofitted into a one-of-kind model energy home to showcase cutting 

edge energy innovations, and will be open to the public and available for educational experiences of 

all levels.  
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The partnership‟s vision statement, developed through a collaborative and community 

approach with all the project stakeholders, states, “The Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and National 

Grid partnership will define and implement the global standard for an efficient, modern, high-quality, 

and customer-driven energy platform. National Grid will provide a world class customer experience 

while enabling BNMC‟s plans for economic growth and innovation both on the campus and in the 

broader Buffalo-Niagara region.” 

The rapid growth of the medical campus, combined with plans for continued redevelopment of 

surrounding neighborhoods, is a key driver behind the need for innovative approaches to energy 

delivery and use on the campus and in surrounding neighborhoods.   Following several years of 

background discussion and research, National Grid and the BNMC in April formally began discussing 

an innovative approach to energy for the entire campus and its immediate neighbors.  The partners 

will address and provide solutions to energy issues within the footprint of the newly formed 

partnership, with goals of improving energy efficiency on and around the campus, modernizing the 

energy platform to enable better energy data visibility as well as new technologies such as electric 

vehicles and renewable energy, and driving overall innovation and learning. 

“National Grid recognizes that customers need new solutions and new approaches, on 

everything from energy efficiency to renewable energy to smart technologies,” said Jim Madej, 

company senior vice president and chief customer officer.  “We are partnering with communities to 

develop and introduce innovative solutions that will meet not only their needs today, but will support 

their growth into the future.” 

Steady growth on the BNMC presents unique challenges and opportunities for the partnership 

that will encompass capacity requirements, pricing, diverse energy delivery specifications, reliability, 

transportation-related energy needs, and modern energy management. The partners are planning a 

community-based approach to energy efficiency and innovation, including technical implementation of 

integrated efficiency solutions on campus along with initiatives centered around engaging more than 

8,500 employees campus-wide, a number that will increase to nearly 12,000 by the end of 2012, and 

the more than 7,000 residents in the surrounding neighborhoods to think about energy savings in a 

new way.  As part of this effort, National Grid and the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus will work with 

a range of partners from the private and public sectors. 
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Matt Enstice of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus stated, “National Grid has been 

instrumental in helping to identify new solutions that will meet our aggressive goals for growth and 

innovation on the medial campus and surrounding neighborhoods.  We appreciate National Grid‟s 

leadership to recognize the importance of energy efficiency, renewable energy, smart technologies, 

electric vehicles, and other emerging technologies and approaches and to partner with us on these 

critical issues we face.” 

Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown added, “We are proud to support National Grid and the Buffalo 

Niagara Medical Campus in their innovative energy partnership and we look forward to working with 

them on future endeavors. These advances in modern energy management will help drive growth not 

only on and around the Campus, but throughout the Buffalo Niagara region.  This partnership will also 

help revitalize our energy leadership in the City of Light.” 

The National Grid Model Energy Home represents one initiative that this new partnership will 

undertake.  The partners will renovate and retrofit the two-story, brick structure to demonstrate 

modern, state-of-the-art energy usage and efficiency techniques and showcase new energy 

innovations.  The age of the structure, which was constructed in 1915 as two separate homes and 

later joined and renovated for use as medical offices, will help illustrate the ability to use the latest 

technologies in a preservation setting. 

 The structure, which is just over 6,000 square feet, provides significant space for the variety of 

modern home energy installations and displays planned for the project, and will be fully accessible for 

those with disabilities.  

 “Buffalo and the Western New York region have a rich energy history, going back to the 

earliest development of power from Niagara Falls, some of the first electric streetlights right near here 

in Buffalo, and tied to some of the great names in early energy development like Tesla, Edison and 

Westinghouse,” Madej said.  “This backdrop provides extra significance to the National Grid Model 

Energy Home. The aim is to provide members of this region with a sense of pride in the origins and 

legacy of the first electricity grid established in the area, and how it has contributed to modern-day 

society.” 

The new partnership will develop holistic initiatives and programs that will address 

transportation, alternative energy, cost-cutting energy efficiency and grid modernization. National Grid 

and BNMC continue to work very closely with the BNMC member institutions, including Kaleida 

Health, Roswell Park Cancer Institute, the University at Buffalo, the Global Energy Institute, nearby 

neighborhood residents and business owners, policy makers, and other community members. 

-more- 
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 “We are excited to make modern energy systems a part of the fabric of our community,” said 

Enstice. 

“With so much of our past steeped in the history of electricity, it is only appropriate that we 

harness the power of energy innovation to help drive our future,” said Erie County Executive Chris 

Collins.  “Energize BNMC will further propel the innovation already happening on the Buffalo Niagara 

Medical Campus, allowing entrepreneurs and small businesses owners to create more economic 

opportunity in Erie County.” 

 “We envision bringing UB‟s comprehensive research expertise to this partnership through 

smart grid technology, micro miniature energy storage, advanced materials, photovoltaics, 

nanomaterials, and energy-conscious architectural design.  The result will be innovative energy 

solutions for our region, and indeed, the world,” said University at Buffalo President Satish K. Tripathi. 

National Grid and the BNMC are currently seeking technology partners to help integrate 

energy innovation into the medical and life science campus and the surrounding community. 

 

 

NATIONAL GRID 

National Grid (LSE: NG; NYSE:NGG) is an electricity and gas company that connects consumers to 
energy sources through its networks. The company is at the heart of one of the greatest challenges 
facing our society - to create new, sustainable energy solutions for the future and developing an 
energy system that underpins economic prosperity in the 21st century. National Grid holds a vital 
position at the center of the energy system and it „joins everything up‟. 

In the northeast US, we connect more than seven million gas and electric customers to vital energy 
sources, essential for our modern lifestyles. In Great Britain, we run the gas and electricity systems 
that our society is built on, delivering gas and electricity across the country. 

National Grid delivers electricity to approximately 3.3 million customers in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New York and Rhode Island. It manages the electricity network on Long Island under an 
agreement with the Long Island Power Authority (LIPA), and owns over 4,000 megawatts of 
contracted electricity generation, providing power to over one million LIPA customers. It is the largest 
distributor of natural gas in northeastern U.S., serving approximately 3.4 million customers in New 
York, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island. 

For more information please visit our website: www.nationalgridus.com 

Follow us on Twitter 
Watch us on You Tube 
Friend us on Facebook 
Find our photos on Flickr 

-more- 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalgridus.com/
http://twitter.com/l!/nationalgridus
http://www.youtube.com/nationalgrid?gl=GB&user=nationalgrid
http://www.facebook.com/nationalgrid
http://www.flickr.com/photos/national_grid/sets/
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BUFFALO NIAGARA MEDICAL CAMPUS 

 The Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus is a consortium of the region‟s premier health care, life 
sciences research, and medical education institutions, all located on 120 acres in downtown Buffalo, 
New York. The BNMC is dedicated to the cultivation of a world-class medical campus for clinical care, 
research, education, and entrepreneurship. BNMC member institutions are the University at Buffalo, 
Kaleida Health, Roswell Park Cancer Institute, Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute, 
Buffalo Medical Group, Buffalo Hearing & Speech Center, Olmsted Center for Sight and the Ross Eye 
Institute, Upstate New York Transplant Services, and the Center for Hospice and Palliative Care. 
There are more than 40 public & private companies located on the BNMC. 
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